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Wayne Allan Burnett, Sr

JUN 14, 1937 - APR 20, 2016

O n the morning of April 20th, 2016, Wayne Allan Burnett, Sr., passed away
from natural causes at his home in San Bernardino, California. He was 78
years old. Wayne is now at peace and rest in the loving arms of his Savior, Jesus
Christ, and happily reunited with his daughter Stephanie Burnett Lucas.

Wayne was born in Fort Scott, Kansas, to Helen Burnett (Maloney), on June 14, 1937. During
Wayne’s high school years, he was a star athlete playing on Fort Scott High School’s baseball,
basketball and football teams. He graduated from Fort Scott High School in 1955, and enrolled at
Fort Scott Community College (FSCC) in the fall of that same year. Continuing his natural talent
and passion for sports, Wayne played both basketball and football at FSCC. Neil Dikeman, of the
Fort Scott Tribune, described Wayne as a “good hustling freshman from Fort Scott, 5-10, 167-
pound guard who doubles as a football quarterback—quick, fast and aggressive. A good ball
handler and shoots well off drive. He will definitely be a cog for the Greyhounds.” In 2006, Wayne
was inducted into the Fort Scott Community College Athletic Hall of Fame for both football and
basketball.

After attending FSCC for two years, Wayne transferred to Pittsburgh State University (PSU) where
he achieved one of his greatest accomplishments by winning the National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) Championship bowl, in 1957, as a player on the Pittsburgh State
Gorillas football team. In 1960, Wayne graduated from PSU with a bachelor’s degree. Though a
gifted athlete, he passed up the opportunity to play professional football in order to take care of
his family.

In 1960, Wayne joined the U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne Division, the Screaming Eagles, as a
paratrooper. One of his proudest moments as a Screaming Eagle was having the opportunity to
jump with General W.C. Westmoreland, who most notably commanded the U.S. forces during the
Vietnam War. Wayne held jobs as an ambulance driver, Sunday school teacher, collections officer,
and group home worker. However, it was his 30 years as a psychiatric technician, with Patton
State Hospital, that had the greatest impact, and where he made many lasting friendships.
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Wayne Allan Burnett, Sr

JUN 14,1937 - APR 20, 2016

Obituary

Wayne was an extraordinarily kind man, who was known to give the shirt off his back and open
his home to anyone in need. No one was considered a stranger to Wayne because he showed
compassion to all those he encountered. Wayne had a knack for making friends, which resulted in
him having friends from every walk of life and corner of the globe. Likewise, he had a special way
of making people feel like part of his family, which is how he lovingly became known as “Pops”.
Wayne always had jokes, and could play anyone under the table when it came to dominos. Wayne
was a father, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother, uncle, and friend. He was loved by all those
fortunate enough to know him, and will forever be missed.

Survived and Preceded

Wayne was survived by: his sons Wayne (Becki Worley) Burnett, Jr., and Jason (Kendra) Burnett;
daughters Terri (Milton) Blackburn, Cynthia Burnett-Smith, and Myla Burnett; grandsons Joshua
Burnett, Brandon (Karen) Blackburn, Roland (Laura) Burnett, Jesse Boone, Kedar Smith, Sheldon
Burnett, Jeffrey Jones II, and Tobias Burnett; granddaughters Cheree Thomas, Larissa Lucas, Tela
(Hauns) Brereton, Cyera (Ulises) Villegas, and Claire Burnett; great-grandsons Eddie Boone,
Kaylub Burnett, Jordan Burnett, A] Burnett, and Ducan Burnett; great-granddaughters Anissa
Boone, Heavenly Newels, Tai Newels, Mia Blackburn, Jordyn Blackburn, and Hailey Blackburn;
brothers Richard Maloney, Gordon Maloney, Stephen (Joyce) Maloney, and Charles Maloney
(deceased April 22, 2016); sisters Pamela (Chaz) Hales, Charlene Crawford, Sharon Smith, and
Becky (Gregory) Kendrick; ex-wife and friend Margaret Ruth Burnett, close friend Roger Fowler,
and a host of nephews, nieces, cousins, and friends.

Wayne was preceded in death by: his mother Helen Burnett (Maloney), brothers Preston
Maloney, Bernard Burnett (twin), Robert (Bobby) Burnett; daughter Stephanie Burnett Lucas;
great-granddaughter Reazhane Boone; and his ex-wife Beverly Lewis.
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Tribute Wall Wayne Allan Burnett, Sr
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Myla shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. Q

Happy Father's Day Father. Enjoy your day (%

June 17 at 6:17 AM

Myla sent a virtual giftin honor of Wayne.

Happy Birthday @ Father. We LOVE and MISS YOU DEARLY. Enjoy your day with Tl
everyone.LOVE YOU MYLA and FAMILY 1

June 14 at 8:51 AM

Bw shared a photo to the New Album Name album.

April 23 at 8:38 AM

Not A Burnett shared a photo to the New Album Name album.

April 23 at 8:35 AM

Burnettlit a candle in honor of Wayne.

Two yrs ago today you left us but every day you are thought of by so many. Love
you and miss you dearly Father. ' E

April 20 at12:48 AM

Myla Burnett sent a virtual giftin honor of Wayne.

© 6 6 6 6 06

Happy New Year Father. I'm know you are having a good time with your family Tl
and friends. Love you 71

January 1at 1:05 PM
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Tribute Wall

Wayne Allan Burnett, Sr

JUN 14,1937 - APR 20, 2016

Myla Burnettlit a candle in honor of Wayne.

Merry Christmas Father. Love and miss you dearly.

December 25 at10:22 AM

Myla Burnett sent a virtual giftin honor of Wayne.

HAPPY FATHERS DAY FATHER. | SEE U CALLN UR FRIENDS ONE BY ONE TO THE
PARTY.WE ALL € U AND THINK OF U DAILY. @ UMYLA YOUR DAUGHTER

June 18 at 11:56 AM

Myla Burnettlit a candle in honor of Wayne.

Happy 80th Birthday Father @ % We @ and miss u dearly. Your daughter Myla

June 14 at 2:48 AM

Becki Worley posted:
You've been getting them together fora party. Happy Birthday!!

June 14 at 2:22 AM

Myla Burnettlit a candle in honor of Wayne.

Fatherit's been a yeartoday that we lost a GREAT PERSON. Not only were you
my father but my BEST FRIEND who is greatly missed by so many. Your friends
send me cards and come by to reminisce about all the GREAT TIMES we had
together. Your grandchildren miss you dearly too. Till we meet again you are
always thought of. Love you dearly Myla

April 20 at 2110 AM

) 4
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Cynthia Burnett-Smith posted:

3rd born...I believe that you probably kissed me on my head. When you left ...l kissed you on your
head.You gave each of your children a gift however different; you loved them all the same. You
supported us.You were at my pageant, my basketball games and Homecoming as | was
nominated for Queen. You were at the weddings, bedsides... You...are the "buy & fly" guy!! :-) 2018
just could come soon enough. Well, | am still holding on to when | see you again.l love you greatly.
-One of your Charlie Brown's -- Cynthia

February 16 at 5:53 PM

M B posted:

Happy 79Th Birthday Father. We MISS YOU GREATLY AND LOVE YOU DEARLY. Love Myla

June 14 at12:22 PM

Myla Burnettposted:

Happy 79th Birthday Father. You are GREATLY MISSED AND LOVED BY MANY. Love You Your
Daughter Myla

June 14 at 10:51AM

Myla Burnett posted:

Happy 79th Birthday Father. You are GREATLY MISSED AND LOVED BY MANY. Love You Your
Daughter Myla

June 14 at10:49 AM

Myla Burnettlit a candle in honor of Wayne.

©
©
®
®

Happy 79th Birthday Father. You are greatly missed and loved by all. Love you
dearly Myla. o

June 14 at 8:42 AM
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William Wrench posted:

In 1955 at Fort Scott High School, Wayne and | became best friends. In 1962 after becoming a
registered nurse | enlisted into the army and made arrangements to be stationed at Fort Ord,
California to be near my friends. | met my present wife,Clifford, at Fort Ord in 1962 and took herto
San Bernardino in 1963 to meet Wayne, Beverly and family. After meeting Clifford, Wayne became
our friend, not just my friend. | left the Army in 1971and move to Cerritos, California, living there
until 1978. We have been in contact with Wayne up until his demise. Wayne and Peggy visited us
at ourhome in Brownsville, Texas inthe 1990's. Wayne has always been a kind person and a lots
of fun to be around. He will be greatly missed. Our prayers is that God will heal Wayne's children,
grandchildren, x- wife & loved ones broken hearts caused by his departure from this life. Clifford
and | were so profoundly touched by reading the many memories others had written about
Wayne. They inspired and ministered to us greatly. What a Legacy my friend Wayne has left us. |
am very much inspired by how this friend of mine had touched so many lives. Restin peace my
friend. | pray that my life touch and inspire people's life as you had Wayne .Billy and Clifford
WrenchRancho Viejo, Texas

May 30 at 7:52 AM

@ Cynthia Burnett-Smith August 29 at 8:04 AM
Currently going through photos. Reminiscing with tears flowing. Missing my dad and
grandma Beverly grandma Peggy we're all now resting in heaven. Much love Dear @ &

@ Cynthia Burnett-Smith February 16 at 4:48 PM
Thank you.lrememberyou and the family well.FYI- if you knew the Collins, and | believe
that you did, then there are a couple of whom | am in touch with in Seattle, Wa! :-)
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Tribute Wall Wayne Allan Burnett, Sr
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Verna G.Ligon posted:

Wayne Burnett and "Red" Barger saved my life after | was attacked by a violent patient at work
and ended up with a scull fracture. After the attack, | was unable to work for a while or function as
anormal person. | had two small sons that | could not fully care for while | was healing. Wayne was
there to cook, clean, help with homework and take overthe everyday duties along with caring for
me and doing everything he had to do for himself.When my brother, George had a massive stroke
at the age of 47 and spent 3 months in the brain trauma unit at Loma Linda Hospital, | would sleep
there at night and every day at 5:30 am, Wayne would show up to relieve me so | could go to work
and | would come back to the hospital at 4:30 pm so Wayne could go home.. He helped my
brother (who was not his relative) immensely in his recovery and neveronce took credit for all he
had done for my family.We had great times, loved the same type of music and shared the same
friends. Wayne provided love, comfort and a sense of security for my children and I. Although my
children's fatheris alive and well, when someone asks them who their fatheris, theiransweris
"Wayne Burnett", (the man who played the role of a real father and had the greatest influence on
their lives). We credit Wayne with their successes as men.Overthe years, | could always call
Wayne at any time and from the beginning of the conversation | could hear the warmth and
pleasantness in his voice. He always ended the call with a heartfelt "I'll always love you, dear". |
wish I had known how truly ill he was and regret that | did not putin a greater effortto go and see
him before his passing. | loved Wayne Allan Burnett, Sr. move than he ever knew!His family is
blessed to have had him.Sincerely,Verna G. Ligon

May 15 at 11114 AM

@ Cynthia Burnett-Smith February 16 at 4:58 PM
Yes, Verna. Fond, fond memories. Thank you for sharing.You were always great with him.

Ruben Ligon posted:

We could always count on Wayne. He never missed practice ora game all the way up until we left
school. We learned life lessons, taught by him. The fondest memories will always be traveling
across the states, meeting people, seeing the country and spending time as a family. Thanks for
all the laughs, and the life long domino lessons, only to find out at the end we could never actually
beat you atit. Words could neverexpress the emptiness we feel now that you are gone. My
mama and us both will miss you dearly.Ruben & Brian Ligon

May 12 at 1:57 PM

@ Cynthia Burnett-Smith February 16 at 518 PM
Thank you. Thank you.
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Tribute Wall Wayne Allan Burnett, Sr
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Anonymous sent a Basket Full of Wishes to the Burnett family.

May 12 at 5:02 AM

Paul Crandell posted:

To the Wayne Burnett Family,We just received word about Wayne's passing and wanted to let you
know that Wayne was a young man every one on the 1957 Football Team thought highly of.I
played end on the 1957 National Championship Team also, and Wayne was well liked by
everyone.Please acceptour condolences.Wish he could have been at our reunion last
Septemberin Pittsburg.Paul and Irene CrandellCoffeyville, Kansas

May 12 at 4:58 AM

@ Cynthia Burnett-Smith February 16 at 5:04 PM
You all would have had a great time. He had very little gray in his hair. 1 am his 3rd daughter,
Cynthia, and | have more gray that he does!! :-)
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Tribute Wall Wayne Allan Burnett, Sr
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Norman Cross posted:

My thoughts and prayers go out to Wayne's family and friends.l only have good things to
rememberabout Wayne. We played many softball pickup games. We went to Fort Scott Junior
College (JuCo) together where he won so many awards for his football success. Wayne never left
the football game, he started both ways as a half back on offense, defensive back, punterand
kicker. | had the honorto be able to nominate Wayne to the JuCo football hall of fame.He was a
starter on the basketball team and always guarded the best playeron the otherteam. | asked him
why he didn't go out for the track team and he said he only liked team sports.l can't think of any
family that | know of that had three sons (Bobby, Bernard and Wayne) who graduated from college
and served in the Army.We would visit at the reunions and talk on the phone. | would call him on
his birthday, June 14th, which is Flag Day. He liked being born on Flag Day. We would relive our
youth in Fort Scott. Our phone conversations always started with the weather. He ask what the
weather was in Kansas and sometimes it was cold and windy. Then he would tell me he was in the
front yard with his feet on his Chevy pickup wearing a t-shirt with the sleeves removed.l could go
on and on about Wayne, and would never say anything bad about him.At the JuCo football
induction ceremony, | closed by saying, "If you had the opportunity to visit with Wayne fora few
minutes, you would like the man. He is sincere, honest and easy to visit with. Wayne is a man's
man."Restin peace.See you soon, old friend!Norman

May 12 at12:45 AM

@ Cynthia Burnett-Smith February 16 at 5:07 PM
Thank you for sharing. And you are right! :-)

Larissa Lucas shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

To my Gramps who was always there for me, always supported me, and always
told me "llove you" everytime! Till the wheels fall off Gramps! Me and my mother
love you!

May 10 at 5:24 PM

Sue Spears Wilson posted:

| always thought Wayne was a handsome, good person. | neverheard a word against him. Thank
you for sharing his many accomplishments after high school. | know his family was proud of
him.Sincerrely,Sue Spears Wilson

May 10 at 5:47 AM
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Larry Munz posted:

We will all miss Wayne's wonderful personality and gift for being a true gentleman.

May 8 at1:38 PM

Lee Carswell & Family In Mississippi sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to e
the Burnett family.

May 6 at 3:00 PM

Janice Ligon-Coleman shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

Sharing some memories of our family gatherings with our brother Wayne. Rest in
Paradise.

April 28 at 3:01PM

@ Myla Burnett May 9 at 5:08 PM
Love the photos

Fannie Lacey lita candle in honorof Wayne.

Well, Wayne I miss all the talking we did. I got on your nerves, you goton my
nerves lol!'lam missing you my friend RIP | send my condolence to Burnett -
familyFannie Lacey '

May 4 at 6:01PM

Rodger And Diane sent a Strength & Solace Spray to the Burnett family.

May 3 at6:42 PM
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Ernestine J Patterson lit a candle in honor of Wayne.

To the family of Wayne Burnett (So sorry for your loss)!l will miss talking to him
about our families and friends from Fort Scott KS.RIP and Love to the Burnett l ;g‘!
family!Ernestine '

May 3 at12:59 PM

Kim Munro Meschke posted:

So sorry foryourloss! It was nice getting to know Wayne when he would come to WI to visit
Jason, Kendra & the kids. You are the most generous & caring person | have met, who loved his
kids & grandkids. Wish | could have gotten to know you better, but from all the stories | hear from
Jason, what a wonderful person. You will be missed so very much! Restin Peace now, where
there is no more pain. Until one day soon, we will meet again! My Love to all the Burnett family!
Kim Munro-Meschke & family!

May 3 at 3:25 AM

Cheree Thomas posted:

My grandpa is and was my heart. He was like a dad to me.Iremember him telling me 'Don'tdo as
Ido, do as I say." he had a heart of gold. He helped anyone. He was the glue to this family. Love
him always and forever he will be missed. Love always CHEREE THOMAS & FAMILY @ @& S &S &

S

May 1at 619 PM

Waymon Jenkins sent a virtual giftin honor of Wayne.

Thank you Wayne, for being my life long Kansan friend, classmate and athlete. |
am thankful for our recent visit. Rest in Peace and thanks for all the T
memories.Waymon

May 1at 4:45 AM
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Janice Ligon Coleman posted:

Wayne "El Wab", you were not only a beloved friend but you were family, our big brother. You were
the sweetest person with the best sense of humor. We always had plenty of good laughs when
you were around. Thank you for not only extending your home but your kind heart to our family.
You were always there forus especially for my big brother George. He cherished your friendship
and we did too. We're going to miss you tremendously but | know you're safe at home now. Love
you big brother.

April 30 at 9:06 AM

Sharmia Smith Aka "Hot Chocolate" shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall
album.

The rain always brings a rainbow /9 Love you Uncle &8 &

April 28 at 3:01PM

Peter Minjares lit a candle in honor of Wayne.

April 29 at 3:04 PM " .

@ Cynthia Burnett-Smith February 16 at 5:15 PM
Thank you, Peter.Thank you

Myla Burnett sent a virtual giftin honor of Wayne.

Father | will always love you. You were the BEST FATHER anyone could of asked
for. Love you your Daughter Myla

April 29 at 7:03 AM

HAPPY 79TH BIRTHDAY FATHER. YOU ARE GREATLY MISSED BY ALL AND LOVED BY MANY.
LOVE YOU MYLA

@ Myla Burnett June 14 at 10:54 AM
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Rodger Fowler shared an album called New Album Name.

April 29 at 5:24 AM

@ Cynthia Burnett-Smith February 18 at 12:29 AM
Thank you, Rodger...
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Rodger Fowler sent a virtual gift in honor of Wayne.

We miss you so much my friend of so many years. Words cannot express our
broken heart. The memories of laughter, joy, and the Partner that has no 71
replacement are treasured till we meet again. Condolences to the family.

April 29 at 5:07 AM

@

O 6

Cynthia Burnett-Smith February 16 at 5:33 PM
Iremember that story, too! :-) | am still waiting forthe DNA results...lol! jk Thank you for
sharing.Just a reminder of his great character...l laughed until | cried! Thank You

Myla Burnett June 14 at 10:59 AM
I thank you forthe memories with my father. Myla

Narciso "Sandy" Sandoval May 17 at 1:18 PM

Wayne and | metin 1968 at Security Pacific Bank where we both worked and were assigned
to repossess cars. We had so many things in common that we felt like we had know each
otherall our lives. Wayne became my best friend ever. We bowled together, shared
telephone call frequently even after | left Calif. Wayne was a practical joker and always
found a way to make one forget ones troubles. | will neverforget one day he calls me at five
in the morning to tell me that he was taking his wife Peggy to the hospital, that she was
ready to delivertheirbaby. | got up gotdressed and hurried overto the hospital where he
and Peggy were in the laborroom of the hospital. | stood on one side of the gurney and he
was on the other side, we were both holding her hands. The nurse walks in and informs us
that Peggy is ready to go to the delivery room and since Wayne had taken the class to help
deliver the baby, the nurse told us that only the father of the child could go in with Peggy. |
told the nurse that we didn't know who the father was and that if the the child was black, it
was his and if the child was a Mexican that it was mine, she looked at Wayne, looked at me
and shook her head and said"okay, follow me". Needless to say | didn't follow and when
"Jason" was born he was very light skinned and curly hair. We always laughed at the
expression on the nurses face. | shall never forget the special friendship we had. | called
him a week before he died and he asked me if | was coming to Calif. for our yearly birthday
celebration. His birthday is June the 14th, mine June the 10th, we always celebrated our
birthdays on the 12th of June. This last call he asked me, when is your birthday? Broke my
heart, because | knew Wayne never forgot our birthdays.l shall miss your kindness, our
friendship, our visits and all the crazy stuff we used to do. And like we always finished our
conversations/parting "I Love You My Friend".Rest in peace, we shall see each other
soonlNarciso "Sandy" Sandoval
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Tribute Wall Wayne Allan Burnett, Sr
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Merriline Conrad lit a candle in honor of Wayne.

April 28 at 8:28 PM e ®

@

Cynthia Burnett-Smith February 16 at 6:11 PM
Thank you, Merriline.Thank you

Becki lit a candle in honor of Wayne.

April 28 at 3:01PM

O 06 6 6

® 06

Lwilson165@Comcast.Net May 13 at 6:33 AM

Wayne Burnett was one of the nicest kindest young men | have ever known.|am 88 years
old and Wayne would call me every month. | will miss him. May God bless his family. Laverne
Cummings Person and family of Fort Scott, Kansas

Maria Ernest Collins May 5 at 2:53 AM

To The Family Of WAYNE BURNET T. Dear friend we will miss you so much,My husband
friend of so many years in FORT SCOTT KS, Our heartis broken foryourloss! Restin Peace
dear friend. JAY BIRD &Maria Collins

Lynn H. Frisbie May 3 at 5:34 AM
It was my privilege to know and to be a friend and teammate of Wayne. He was an
outstanding athlete and an even better person. Dr.Lynn H.Frisbie

Steven Robinson May 2 at 6:35 AM

There are people in ourlives who are the rock of our existence...someone we can always
share laughter, pain, love, success, family and all else that is ultimately of great importance
to each of us. From the moment we met we became lifelong friends and you have always
been my rock, the person who has always been there forme when|Ineeded someone
most. There is no replacing you. Life will never again be the same.Steve Robinson/5-2-16

Jason Burnett April 29 at 10:24 AM
Till the wheels fall off! Rest easy father.

Becki April 28 at 3:11PM
Loved beyond words ...
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Media

Myla shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.
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Wayne Allan Burnett, Sr
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June 17 at 6:17 AM
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Bw shared a photo to the New Album Name album. April 23 at 8:38 AM

Mother & Father
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Media Wayne Allan Burnett, Sr

JUN 14,1937 - APR 20, 2016

Not A Burnett shared a photo to the New Album Name album. April 23 at 8:35 AM

Mother & Father
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Larissa Lucas shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. May 10 at 5:24 PM
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Janice Ligon-Coleman shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album. May 6 at 1:14 PM

Good times with the Ligon, Nix, Walker Family
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@ Sharmia Smith Aka "Hot Chocolate" shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall April 29 at 6:07 PM
album.
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Rodger Fowler shared a photo to the New Album Name album. April 29 at 5:24 AM

@ Cynthia Burnett-Smith February 18 at 12:29 AM
Thank you, Rodger...
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Wayne by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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